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IDENTIFY AS HISTORICALLY
UNDERREPRESENTED IN STEM

12.2%

58.5%

29.3%
SCHOOLS OR
COMMUNITY
GROUPS

SeaPerch
Challenge
SeaPerch
Challenge
2026 DATA HIGHLIGHTS2026 DATA HIGHLIGHTS

Each spring, the Tulsa Regional SeaPerch
Challenge brings student teams together
to design, build, and pilot underwater
Remotely Operated Vehicles (ROVs) —
then put them to the test in challenge
courses built on real-world, mission-
based scenarios that teach students STEM
concepts while simulating authentic
underwater tasks.

In 2026, 166 students on 40 teams left the
pool deck with stronger STEM identity and
greater career interest than their national
peers — and stronger relationships with
adults and peers.  
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Goal met for the year

Source: Retrospective student surveys of 91
participants conducted through The PEAR
Institute's Common Instrument Suite; national
comparisons reflect PEAR national averages.
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ONWARD TO WORLDS
International SeaPerch Challenge
University of Maryland • May 30-31

teams advanced to the 2026 International
SeaPerch Challenge, held in person at the2

PARTICIPATIONPARTICIPATION REGIONAL REACHREGIONAL REACH REPRESENTATIONREPRESENTATION

STEM IDENTITYSTEM IDENTITY CAREER INTERESTCAREER INTEREST RELATIONSHIPSRELATIONSHIPS

Participation is strongest in the
middle-to-early high school
years — a critical window for
strengthening STEM identity.

49.6%49.6%

An opportunity to strengthen
recruitment of girls in robotics
and engineering.

NEW TEAMS
LAUNCHED BY PD
PARTICIPANTS

62%62%

Building, testing, troubleshooting,
and competing through
authentic engineering
challenges left students more
interested in a STEM future.

6%6% 54%54%
GREW THEIR
RELATIONSHIPS
WITH ADULTS
& PEERS

SeaPerch is a team-based and
mentorship experience, allowing
students to grow connections
with coaches and peers, not just
circuits & PVC.

9%9%
REPORTED A
DECLINE

University of Maryland in College Park, Maryland, USA,
with a record 210 teams representing 6 countries –
China, Egypt, Kazachstan, Kenya, New Zealand, and the
United States and Puerto Rico.
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OF TEAMS WERE
NEW TO THE
COMPETITION36%36%

Participation by school group:

56%56%
GREW THEIR
STEM IDENTITY

Students hold onto and
strengthen STEM confidence they
bring with them.

4%4%
REPORTED A
DECLINE
vs. 13% nationallyvs. 42% nationally

GREW THEIR
STEM CAREER
INTEREST
vs. 46% nationally

REPORTED A
DECLINE
vs. 12% nationally

nearly meeting the 50% target

37%37% IDENTIFY AS WOMEN

A Fall 2025 PD for 18 teachers
launched 9 new teams—50%
sponsorship rate in year one.

Nearly 1 in 5 participants identify
as American Indian, Native
American, or Alaska Native.
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