GrEEN Edition

Recycled bird feeder
Did you know milk and juice cartons can’t be recycled in the Tulsa area? If
possible, it is better to purchase these items in a plastic bottle or jug since those
can be recycled. Check the bottom of your containers for the recycle symbol.
That symbol is a triangle made of arrows with a number often inside the
triangle. That number will tell you what type of plastic your container is so you
can find out if it can be recycled in your area. Not all numbers can be recycled in
Tulsa and surrounding communities.
You also can repurpose items to give them a second life!

The Goal:

Repurpose a used juice or milk container to create
a bird feeder

what You
Need:

Try
This:

Juice or milk carton, bottle or jug
Popsicle sticks or sticks from
trees, shrubs, etc.
String or ribbon for hanging
Birdseed
Scissors
Paint, markers, or other items to
decorate (optional)

First, rinse out your carton or jug and let it dry. Then paint and decorate your
jug if you want. Carefully cut at least one hole in your carton or jug so birds
can access the inside of the carton or jug. Make a small slit underneath the
hole to insert a small wood stick for birds to perch on. Next, punch a hole
through the top of the carton and thread string or ribbon through to hang it
from a branch. Finally, fill with seed and watch the birds visit!
Scientists learn by observing plants and animals in their natural habitats.
Pay attention to the different types of birds that visit your bird feeder. Notice
the different colors, sizes, even shapes of bird beaks! Each bird has unique
features that help it blend in, attract a mate, and obtain food. Some birds
have special beaks that help them crack open seeds or catch bugs.
Record the different types of birds you see. What time of day do they visit?
What behaviors do you notice? Just like a scientist, you can count and keep
a record of the animals you observe.

recycled bird feeder con't
ready to learn more?
See the life cycle of a plastic bottle and recycling
process: https://ed.ted.com/lessons/what-reallyhappens-to-the-plastic-you-throw-away-emmabryce

did you
know?
Plastic bottles can be
recycled into new
plastic bottles,
carpet, clothing,
lumber, and more!

Which birds can you observe?
Visit your local library to check out a book on bird identification. You may
find Birds of Oklahoma Field Guide by Stan Tekiela helpful as the birds are
organized by color, which makes identification quick and easy.
Check out this birding checklist:
https://kids.kiddle.co/List_of_birds_of_Oklahoma Local
Learn more about recycling and find recycling locations in your community:
http://www.recyclethistulsa.com/
http://metrecycle.com
https://www.feedmrmurph.com/

STANDARDS:

This activity connects to the
Oklahoma Academic Standards for Science:

Kindergarten ESS2, ESS3
2nd Grade LS4

This kit was made
possible by:

Read All
about it!
I Love Birds! 52 Ways to
Wonder, Wander & Explore
Birds with Kids
by Jennifer Ward
National Geographic Kids
Bird Guide of North
America
by Jonathan Alderfer
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